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interested me most at school, I can say with a clear
conscience: nothing. I must, however, make an
exception in favour of natural science, which
coincided with my love of nature. History was
able to engross my attention at times, if it dealt
with periods that appealed to my imagination;
then I read the dry schoolbook as though it were a
novel. My passion for Ossian's romantic ancient,
world in my youth I must also, I suppose, ascribe
to my interest in history. I must also not forget
the classical languages that opened up a new
exalted world of beauty: Homer and Horace had
a significance in my development that I cannot
value highly enough. Outside music literature
interested me most. I remained true to the poets
of my childhood, but I was also seized with interest
in modern tendencies in Scandinavian literature,
Bjornson and Strindberg appeared on my horizon
during my last years at school. My better know-
ledge of the works of the young literature in the
Finnish language refers to a later stage."

Although he took very little interest in it, the
school curriculum had to be completed. Matricula-
tion was considered at that time in Finland, as it is
now, as an indispensable duty of the sons of
educated families, and Sibelius' nearest relations
were horrified by the prospect of his giving up his
studies. Here Sibelius' clear brain made up for
lack of interest. His constant violin playing"
forced him, on the doctor's advice, to remain for
a second year in the fifth form. After that he passed